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At Storytime Lane, we believe all children
should be given the best start in life.

Our mission is to help children everywhere develop a love of reading and
storytelling, for this is the cornerstone of literacy learning and development.
Our Author and Illustrator visits are designed to do just that.

About the Author and Illustrator
Emily S. Smith - Author
Emily S. Smith is an Early Childhood
Educator who has a degree (with Honours)
in Teaching and Early Childhood Studies
from the University of Newcastle, as well as
12 years’ experience in the Early Childhood
Education industry.
She is an imaginative and fun-loving author, who is passionate about
storytelling and all things literacy, and has a keen interest in helping young
children to develop a love of reading.
Her alter ego, Aunty Em, injects a touch of fantasy and magic into
Storytime Lane’s performances.

Graham Davidson - Illustrator
Graham Davidson has nearly forty years’ experience as a creative
professional in advertising, film and television. He has extensive
experience as an animator (character and effects), illustrator, storyboard
artist, script writer, and director.
In 2017, he placed second in the Creative Kids Tales illustration
competition, was shortlisted in the Writers Unleashed picture book
competition.
He also writes junior and middle-grade novels, and recently had a 10000
word fairy tale re-telling published in the YA anthology “Wish Upon a
Southern Star.”

“I think it’s brilliant. It’s what’s been missing in childhood literacy.”
- Amanda Shirley, MacLeans Booksellers

Visit Schedule

A typical Storytime Lane visit will include:
•

A musical performance by ‘Aunty Em’ with her ukulele, singing requests from the audience,
as well a little bit of “magic”

•

A discussion about what it means to be an “Author” and an “Illustrator”

•

An interactive book reading of “Life Is Not Fair When You Are Just a Chair” where the
audience is encouraged to provide the sound effects for different parts of the story

•

An interactive illustration exercise where the children point out the pictures that Graham
got “wrong” and assist in fixing these by suggesting gross foods and demonstrating different
emotions with their faces for Graham to draw.

•

An interactive book reading of “Betty the Yeti’s Disappointing Day” where the audience
provides different types of movement to represent the different characters in the story, while
Graham draws a picture of “Betty the Yeti” (demonstrating the illustration process).

•

An interactive “Challenge the Illustrator” exercise where the audience suggests tricky things
for Graham to draw, and he has to attempt to draw them.

•

Guide children through a craft activity (craft activities are based on printouts of activities
from the kids’ workshop on our website such as colouring sheets. Materials such as crayons,
etc. to be supplied by the library/preschool. Particular activities for the day can be discussed
at the time of booking.)

Group size:

30 children or less if a craft activity is to be conducted. If no craft activity, as many as can fit the space.

Time:

45 minute performance, craft activity to follow based on amount of time available. For larger groups the
interactive parts of the performance will be extended to make up the full hour.
Age: 3-8 year olds

Space requirements:

Aunty Em moves around quite a bit in the performance, and Graham needs space for his easel and drawing
equipment. About 2 metres by 4 metres is minimum required for “performance space”.

Cost:

$300 per session (Based on ASA rates) but this is negotiable. A minimum of $50 travel costs apply for areas
outside the Newcastle/Maitland region.

Book sales:

Where possible, we like to sell signed copies of our books at the end of our visits. We have discounted prices for
all our books when we sell them direct to the public at live performances.
Hardcover Picture Books:		
$20
Paperback Picture Books:		
$12.50
Junior Novels:				$10.50
Middle Grade: 			
$12.50

(RRP $25)
(RRP $16.50)
(RRP $12.50)
(RRP $16.50)

For more information visit our website: www.storytimelane.com.au
Emily’s Social Media:
Website: www.emilysssmithauthor.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/emilyssmithauthor

Graham’s Social Media:
Website: www.grahamdavidson.com.au/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GrahamDavidsonAuthor/
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About Our Books

Life Is Not Fair When You Are Just a Chair

Life is Not Fair When
You Are Just a Chair

Emily S Smith & Graham Davidson

In this day and age, human beings (both young and old) have a way
of catastrophising our own lives, focusing on the challenges and the
perceived negatives. We make mountains out of mole hills and forget
to be grateful for all the good we have. Life Is Not Fair When You Are
Just a Chair is a picture book that replicates this process, recounting
all the of the ways the life of a chair is the worst of the worst, but with
a very funny twist at the end. In looking at the challenges faced by
others we realise that maybe our lives are pretty good after all.
Life Is Not Fair When You Are Just a Chair is a fun-filled picture
book written in rhyming verse for 3-7 year olds with global themes of
perspective, gratitude and looking for the good in our lives. It provides
the foundation for discussions about the challenges of others in our
world in a way that is accessible to young children.

Betty the Yeti’s Disappointing Day
‘Betty the Yeti lives up where it snows...’ and she really doesn’t like it.
Her whole world is all boring and white, so one day she decides to go
in search of colour...with hilarious, calamitous results. From getting
‘donked on the head’, freezing in the ocean, and being covered by snow,
Betty goes through it all in her search. Will she ever be able to find
colour and be free of her boring, white existence?
Betty the Yeti’s Disappointing Day is a humour-filled romp filled with
slap-stick comedy that children of all ages will love. Aimed primarily at
3-7 year olds, this rhyming picture book explores themes of persistence,
emotions, and colour as well as the importance of shifting one’s own
perspective in order to see the world differently.

Junior and Middle-Grade Novels
Storytime Lane also features junior and middle-grade novels
written by Graham Davidson. These don’t feature in our
performances, but they are available for sale on website and when
we sell books at live performances.

Contact us:

If you would like to discuss an author/illustrator visit to your public library/preschool, please email
us at emily@storytimelane.com.au or gra@storytimelane.com.au or fill out the contact form on our
website: www.storytimelane.com.au

